
PHONICS YEAR 1

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check takes place

in

June 2024



Key Stage 1 Phonics Screening Test

The Year 1 phonics screening check is a national statutory assessment, that helps 
teachers to ensure that children are making sufficient progress with their phonics 
skills to read words. It is vitally important that children are on track to become fluent 
readers, who can enjoy reading for pleasure and for learning.



WHAT IS PHONICS?

• Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. 
They are then taught how to blend these sounds together to read the whole word. 

• Children have a 20 minute phonics lesson each day 

and they are encouraged to use these strategies to read 

and write in all lessons. 



What is the Year 1 phonics screening 
test?

• The phonics screening check will be taken individually by all children in Year 1 in 
England – this began in June 2012. 

• It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at this stage, 
so they do not fall behind.

• You will have already been told by the class teacher is your child is currently on-
track or not. 

• Children who are not on track already receive additional support in school and 
may have had some additional resources sent home.



How is the phonics screening check completed?

There are two sections in the 40-word check and it will assess phonics skills and knowledge 
learned through Reception and Year 1. Your child will read four words per page for their 
teacher and they will probably do the check in one sitting of about 5-10 minutes.



What will it check?

It will check that your child can:

Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.
Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill.
Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words.



What are pseudo words and why are they included?

These are words that are phonically decodable, but are not actual words with an associated 
meaning e.g. brip, snorb. Pseudo words are included in the check specifically to assess whether 
your child can decode a word using phonics skills and not their memory. They will have an alien 
image so the children know they are not real words.



Your children will be
very familiar with the
digraphs and trigraphs
they need to know.





What sort of words does my child need to know?



What sort of words does my child need to know?



Is there a pass mark?

• Historically the pass mark has been 32 out of 40.

• If your child doesn’t pass they will re-sit the check the following summer term in Year 2.

• Tailored support for you to help support your child with learning to read at home both now 
and if they do not pass the screening check.



Interventions at School…



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

• Read with your child 5 times a week.

• Spot the digraph, read the word.

• Give your child thinking time to work out the word themselves.

• My turn, your turn.

• Tailored support pack for your child

• Little and often

• Lots of patience  

• High expectations



QUESTIONS?




